
First, we need to know the different 
kinds of pollution: point source and 
non-point source.

Non-Point Source 
This pollution has no obvious point 
of origin. If you see oil floating on 
top of the river or a plastic cup or 
soda can floating around then you 
know it’s a non-point source, because 
you can’t see where it came from. 

point source  
This pollution is more obvious. You 
can see the actual source, as it 
usually is a permanent fixture. For 
example, if you see a drain pipe with 
orange water flowing into the river, 
or a chimney stack with smoke coming 
out, then you know it is point source. 

How Can You and Your Family  

Protect Our Water?

1   Properly dispose of 
chemicals and other waste 
products, such as paint. 
Check with your county’s 
hazardous waste program 
to find out more.

2   Recycle (this helps prevent 
unnecessary waste). 

3   Participate in community  
clean-ups.

4   Plant a tree (Trees help 
prevent erosion, clean up the 
soil and give off oxygen).

A
n
s
w

er
 K

ey

Can you find the 

pollution sites?

Put a circle around the 

two point sources and 

put a square around the 

six non-point sources!

How do we keep

from getting into 

our watershed?
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